
Bledlout zr
The Lions of Bledlow

his walk cclebrates two highwaYs
from different eras sharing the
same namc. The first is thc

:knicld Way, which straddles a ridgc
rl,rng the county border and offers some
.rcctacular vicws, whilst the second is the
:knield l-ine, a branch railwaY now
:riving after a period of inactivity. The
:rttcr's route is cleady visible from thc
' ,rmer, as is thc cver-prcsent Whiteleaf

ross, a chalk monument which acts as a
rndmcrk  th roughou l '  lhe  wa lk  \ t c r t \  in

Ditt ,rcq sth nil6

OS apbq l8l Chiltem Hills Notth
6R 776021

A nh of rood ond fieldside wslking with
one steep hill at the heginning

Starting point In the pub car park (with
the owner's permissron).

How to get theret Bledlow is /2 mile south
of the 84009 halfway between Chinnor and
Prince5 Risborough.

thc tuckcd away villagc of Bledlow,
whosc picturcsque qualities are born out
by the fact that it is a PoPular TV

location, having fcatured in a number of

episodcs of Midsomer Murders.

Thc Lions of Blcdlow is unusual, and
possibly unique. in having two lions in its
i ign rather than the more usual rhrec. The
building is something of a Tardis insidc'
u'ith a rvlrren of rooms. The lorv-beamed
ceil ings vergc on the hazarcl<tus but rhere's

roon to stand on the quarrl ' t i les around
the thrce-quarter sided bar or next to the
massive firepllcc. Ourside there's more
\ ( . l t rnB r r l  th (  A . l ld (n  , ) r  u l l  lh (  g rcc l l .  J
pcrfect place to rvhile avval'a summer's
lund,l ,rfternoc,n. Food rangcs from li l led

baguettes to the more adventurous such as

tuna steak in Cajun spices or Barbarv
cluck.

Openitrg tiffies drc l2 ntxn ttt 3 pn (u'nh

fixtd unti l 2.30 P,n) dnd 6 Pn to l l Pm
(food unti l 9..]0 pm, 9 pnt ott \undl|s)

Telepbone : 0 I I 14 .l I 3.1 1 5.
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Bledlow

Q Turn left out of the car park and up an
unmrde r r . rck .  Ignorc  rhc  . ign  tempt ing
you to the right to Chinnor Reserve and
stride on up the hil l  straight ahead.
Through gaps in thc trees on the left you
can gain the l irst ol nan,v sightings of the
Vhr t r l ca f  Cros .  in  thc  h i l l \ i de  o l fo \ i te .
This pull uphil l makes for a vigorous start
to the walk, but it 's soon over and worth
it in the end. The Icknield Wav crosses
over in front of the path at the top of the
hil l and here you turn right along a
gloriously cvcn and relatively flat path.

@ Th. ..rut. now falls gently off the
ridge, offering the occasional snatched
view to the right through trees. [t is
worth glancing upwards too, to see if
you can catch a glimpse of one of the red
kites recently reintroduced here. On
meeting some housing and a profusion
of signs turn right, signposted 'Swan's

Way ' .  bu t  p . ruse  tc ,  ca tch  the  r iew l rom
this vantage point l irst. After -50 yards
take the path over a sti le on,vour left
where,vou swap one expansive view for
another, this time towards !(ainhil l
Spring and the Icknield railway l ine. Pass
along the left hand side of the field

I'  BLEDLOW
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Btedtou' ($[l! .

hc. rJ ing  . tuadr l t  dou nh i l l  lnd  p i i k  up  the

l ' . r rh  on  vnr t r  l r i t  rh r t rugh th r  hedgc .

@ On emcrgrng  l r t ,m . l  l cn .ed- in  \e ,  r i " r l

r r r r r r  rmmcJ i t tc l t  r rgh t  he f t r re  l  " r re r

\rirainhil l Farm, aiming dircctl,v for the
. r r l r r l t .  T , tke .pr ( i l l  i J re  c ru 's rnJ :  lhe

rracks and continue straight ahead on the
other sidc unti l vou reach the road (Lon'er

lcknicld Wa,v). (iross over rnd rurn right

,rld then left towards Henton, a vil lage
rrude up of a confusion of buildrng stl les,
old and nerv. (iontinue along the road
unril i t bcgins to peter out, taking the path

lerding to, and then to the right of, the
prctty Peacock Hotel. When rhe buildings
, un ,rur .ut half-right across thc next 6eld
beforc crossing rhe wcll-hiddcn plank

bridge and sti les nerr the top left-hand
iorner. Cut half-right again over the ncxt

t iu l . l .  . r imrng [ , ' r  F , ' r r rPrcc t t  l r r tn  v i  t  ' r

metal gatc.

@ On reaching rhc road rurn right rnd
riien lefl, picking up a fresh path.
(  ' ,n t |nuc  un t l l  ro r t  rc ; .h  . tn  in tc r .e i r i r 'n
uhere vou kecp going straight ahead in trrl

.rdjaccnt 6eld via two sti les. ln the last

ticld before Waltons Farm head halFright
rrlvercls a metal gate in the corner. Turn
rieht aftcr the sti le and then over another
,,nt,r " .n,,d. \{here this bencis go tnrougn
rhe metal gate and takc the right-hand
prrth, passing through the farm machinerv
on the othcr side and over another plank

l.ridgc. Keep going through a metal gate

.rnd aim lbr the attr.ctive vellow house.
l he housc to thc left oi this used to be the
it. lt i(D on this disused stretch of railt 'a,v,
n()\v l cycle route.

@ lu.n right along the rond llnd

.ontinue unti l the crossroads where you

cross straight over into Pcrrt Lane. After

A marvellaus view olong the lcknield wa!

-50 yards there's a footpath on your rrght

down the cdge of an old brick cottage.
lo l low rh i .  . r l , ,ng  . t  . t rc . tn r .  k r rp ing
straight ahead after a mctal g.tte to

another €iate after u'hich ,vclu turn left

then right towards some trees, walking
hc t rveen two 6e ld .  ' rnd  re io r r r i r lg  thc

stream. Stay rvith the water across a

paddock over further sti les unti l you

eventu.l ly reach a rold whcre )ou turn
lcft. This takcs vou under the lcknield
Line one last t ime' carried above 1ou on a

bridge, before returning vou to thc pub.

Placa of, Irtrr€st
The Chinnor and Princes Risborough
Railway in Chinnor, just south-west of
Bledlow, was formed ten years ago by

enthusias8 to keep this typical country
branch line open. Both diesel and steam
trains afe run but ifs best to cill ahead to
the talking timetable frrst to check when and
where. Telephone: 01844 353535

'  Date walk completed: 
I
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