
Introduction

Sorne hacl colllc to sce a clisastcr, others sinrply fbr a spect,rcle, but what they in fact rvitnessed

was thc bcginning ofa revolution. All socill strata rvere represented on rhe banks ofthe River

IrwelJjust outsicle Manchester on that bright morning in Juiy 1761. from the Earl of Srafforcl

clo',1'n to chc hur:rblcst firmrvorker; and lll rvere lnriciplting a show:The rrmosphere lnonrrst

them uas fesrive. Bunting decorared thc fe'rv barges bobbing gcnrly uporr thc rvatcr aud a frissorr

of anticipation sharpened the nrood.

A phaianx ofsral ls had appeered overnight, one ofwhich u'as offcr ins sonrc kind oiroasted

mext.As the day sett led. occasional gusts ofrvind srarred ro sprced snrokc fronr the t ' i res inro

rhc crowd, cxcit ing thc t lste buds of thosc vr,ho hadn't ustecl rnear since the previous Sundal,

rs ucl l  as their superiors, ntost ofwhom had breakfirscecl off  bacon and 6sh that morning.

Evervone bcqan to u'ondcr if thc day\ cvcuts would bc over in time lbr lunch.

There rvas no set schetlule 1br those events, uo printetl h:rndbill or of6cill start tirne. ln fact

fc'rv of thosc prcscnr rcally k|cw Nhirt to cxpcc!. Mosr lvcre' sirnply elljoyirrg thc brcak fronr

routineand chc opportuniq to bc part ofsonrethinq dif i i ' rcnc. Indccd, i t  * 'asn't  long beforc

a qucstio 
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(r ha:rg over u,hethcr a|yt ir i  14 rvrs going to hrppen at r l l .  l t  scerr)ed

thet thc Dl: ln rvhosc ingcnuitv and rcpurrt iol  har:1 clrarvn thcrr al l  to thc r ivcr that nrorr i lg

hrd dis:rpperred.

One nran, one conlnlon nran, rvho, sonre said, had nranagcd to rr ick a pccr ol the rei lnr

into staking his cntirc forcullc oll :l vcnturc rhc likc of rvhich hacl never bc'cn sccn bcfor alrd

rnost thought preposterous. This vel1ture, this norion, del ied a] l  reasonable expectat ioD and

even n:l tLrre i tself .  C)ne nren! r verv singular nran, insisted evervthrng n'ould be alr ighr. This

rvas to be his rnoment of rrudr, but the worcl beginning to spread amonest rhe crorvd u,as thar

he had rerired ro his bed.

()nce sown, this rumour spread quickly, as iiit had hitched a ride on rhe snroke fronl tlle fires.

As ir dicl so, rvry snriles began ro spread across the fice\ ofsonre ofthe nrore co)oufu)ly and

linel1' dressed of the :rssernbly (]uite reason:rb11', thev began to rr'onder if rather than coninil to

rvirness a challengc to thc naturel ordcr ofthings thevt rn iict corlc to see irs rcallirrnetion.This
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At rhc trmc ofirs bui ldin{ t}rrrdlcvs aqueriuct ' ,r 'oulcl h.rvc stood out as.r nrarvel ofconstrui: t iop in
r lrrqelv rurr l  sctt in{. (Clourrcsv oiThc W:rtcr\ ' , .1\s Archive)

lo'ulv born .pstert wJs co havc his co'reuppal)ce it seenrccl. speechcs laccd rvrth ho.r:ree rverc
rapicllv being rcuritten, *,irh ln enrphasis or) s,vmpatll. laced rvith rdrn&rficrdr.

c)thers..rorc I ikelv to bc dressecl in brou ns a'd grcvs, fek the f irst st irr i .gi  oit l is:rppointnrcnt.
Marv had coure t.  bcl icvt '  in this uran rvhosc cxpl. irs rn rhe lasr ierv.rorrthr hrd carred
hinr the nicknanrc'The Schcrner' .Tlrcv hld alrcad,v scen hinr pcdbrm nrarvcls lnd rhev had
besun to \ \ ,onder i f  hc nrighr. just l t ieht, bc about ro d. ' l iverlr  nrir :rclc.They hrd bousht intcr
his drcarrr ofa neu rvav ofdoinq thines and rr lny had broken r lreir backs for hinr urlking
th:rt  drea' l  I  rexl i t \ ' :  Morc t.  rhe point, nt:rnv ofrhose looki 'g ior this rtr iracle t .  heppen rvere
sti l l  owed wtqes.

l ly thc encl ofthc dav everyoue in the croud nould have rheir opinions and prejudiccs

thoroughly cestecl,  and t lebltc on thc tnerirs ofthe ir issing tnan rvould be vocif-crous in the
locrl  inns.Whcn t lrcv did irel lr 'gcr ro cat that dayi sorne saurplcd the sl leet r;rslc ofsucccss
rvhrlst odrers tucked into Lrlrsc:tsoned sl iccs ofhunrblc pic.

The nran rhcv rvould bc t l lk ing rbou! rvas Janres Brindley, thc b: lrely l i reratc oldest son oi
en i |siqnif icant staf lbrclshire crofrer; ro sonle J nrerc rni l l rvr ight. to others an inspir i t i ()n. wc
rlorr ' t  kro* l i rr  cerrain i fBrinci lev dicl  actual ly rvi tness thc cve'ts ofdrlr  dl l i  but his ph,vsical
prcscncc turned orrt to be inrnacerial_ Whar rve d. knou, is thar rvhat t 'bl lou.ed tunrccl out tcr
be l  ciecisi, ,e turning pornt in his l i f i '  : rnd carcer. sett iDg in lrain I  sequencc ofevents rhat rvas
both to rrrake hinr :rnd. i  

 

I  relarivelv short sp:rcc oftrrne. brcak him.



But al l  dr is rvas to come. Whcrc rnight lSrindJcv hlve been as rhc st. l lholclers pitched their
stekcs and the disniraries garhercd ol the plerforrn crectccl especial)v for dre occasion? Ic
is entircl_v l ikclv that thc r lurrours rverc true tnd he h:rd rcrirct l  to his bed, e habrt he ot- ien
:ldopted ir t  l lonlents of slrcss rn his l i te. Ir \  noc unreasorrablc to suspect rhat l l r inc. l lev hed

.ippreciated the inlportencc ofthe c1:r_v and succnrnbed to an artack ofnerves. He w:ls: l lso n()t

inrnunc !o bouts ofself-doubt, even i f tbcse rverc usualJy short l ived.

A quier nurn at thc besr of r inrcs, crorvds \\ 'ere no! his narurel nri l ieu. l le h:rd rastccl fai lure
a fcrv t irncs in his clrccr, sccing ir  as a nalur:r l  part of rhc lcarninq process, but rrcvcr hrcl hc

done so beforc I  special l_v invitcd audiencc of rhc regionel l l rcat and goocl of earlv Cleoreirn
socicry Horvever coni idenc he mav havc bcen in succcss. even rhe fair)tc\r prospect ofsuch a
public f :r i iurc uas perhaps sonrcthirrrr besr l ,rr idcd. Equally. his natural intror.ersiorr rtray ha', ,e
lcd hirrr to relecr drc spotl ighr in l ivour ofuerching cvents unibld fronr the sidel incs anronqsr

the conrfort of his nren, obscrvins \\ , i th a cri t ical eve rarher lhan nerely sishrsccin!a.

Whcr the shou dlcl f in:r l l ,v ser ulrcicrrvav rhar $'arnr Julv nrorning ir  rook only minutes
bclbrc Brindlcvls vision l,ls vrndicarcd and triunrph rvas formallv clcclarccl, but rhe crou,ds

l ir tqered lor hours, unablc i t  scolecl to bel ieve ' ,r 'hac their eyes hlt l  told them. befbrc dispersing

l lonq rvith r lre last ofrhe clavl iehr.Thcv rverc onlv rhc bcginnine. C)rhcrs lbl lolecj,  lnd ovcr

rhe conring weeks rens ofthous.inds rvoult l  corlc and gue lnd rvonder et t l rc structure befrrre

rhcnr, transfbrnring thc reputarion ofthc trr:rn *hose inspir:rt ion had nradc i t  l i l  possible_ Front

l  r troderatclv successful local f igure. respecred i ls sol leone rvho had hluled himself rp f ion
vcrv l i t t ie sinrply b,v dint of his ski l l  and inventiveness, he rvould bccorrrc a narionel quru in a
rvhole ncrv field of rechlololXr

I3et 'brc thc veir was out thc process r.ould bctin ther, in t iure, u,oulcl cenrclt  his claim

ro be the country' .s f i rst civi l  engiDccring supersfar l  d the progc i tor ofa netv transport

svstenr drat rvls to tr lnslornr thc physical.  ioci:r l  lnd econonric hndscape ol rhc n.rt ion. Over

thc next dozen ,vclrs he \,ould rvork cirelesslv r\  thc larert:rnd goocl ofthe nervlv cnrcrrr ing
rndustr ial ccntrcs paid horl :rgc to tr is expcrr isc uit i l  he evenlual lv r l iecl.  cxharrstccl b,v a

conrbinlrt ion of ovcrrvork and rrndiaqrrosetl  cl i lbetes.

Othcrs. ofren his pcrsonl l  cl isciples. rvoukl soon l ir l lorv in rhe peth hc cle. l .ed lrrcl  u, ir l r in

ve.rrs England rvould be gripPecl bv e f-rcnzv ofactiviw thc col lscquences of * 'hich rvould

definc the n:Lrionls f i)r tunes fbr succecditrg ccrrturies. Frorn I l i r ic l  ofsinrnrcrrrg poteDtir l  rhe

countrv t 'ould f incl a nerv purpose, as well  :rs rhc t lcans to real ise i t .  alcl  iD doing so bccotrrc
thc rr 'or ldls t ' i rsr globlJ econonric :rnd nrl i tary srrperporr 'cr,  l  i th dre qrcaccst clrpirc the uorld

Itacl ever seen to prove it.

Befi>re ai l  this tht 're wes rhe l i t t lc rrr:r t ter ofa bridgc. No orcl inary bridge brrt r  ureglr i f iccnc

stonc col lstrucrion rvirh thrce scnri circular sprls, the nl id. l lc oue of lr f i ich strcrchcd ful ly

sixt,v rhree f i 'ct.Together the bridgc spltnnecl a rotal of2(l() r ' : rrcis, an rrnbcl icvlble disrance, encl

rvas frrllv nvelve yercls rvidc. Lrke its designcr, it rvas bold rnd sirrple in eppcer:rncc. uith ncr
externel frrpperies - rhcrc !o clo l lob.The eerly cal.r l  chroniclcrJohl Phi l ips larer rernarked

upon fhc considerable strcr l i th ofthe bridgc rvith 'r ' r?ry-lrr,r t  st<nt lhaungl. l i r t  squarc. latts ar

heds, utll iointu! and cnnpu! t'ith iron nn h vith lcad . . . tltt piers dk tlft lar.{t,st b/rrr [-. tr/ -, torrr aad

taupttl as hcfiw'. Also like irs dcsigncr it hrci hidden depths .rncl solid fburrclations.

Perhaps nrosc irnprcssivcly the bridge *as susperded thirrv-nine feet over dre rrrr.rrkv lr l lck
rvarcrs ofthe Rivcr lr t 'el l  ar:r place cal lcd l iarton, ln hour's horse r ide out f iolr) the centrc
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of Manchesrer. Tocl l) :  \ \ 'e \ \ould pass orer such a bridge in our ctrs without I  second gialrce,
bur in irs day ir  rvas a renrarkatr lc l-eat ofengineering. r lacle al l  rhc nrore so try thc fact thar
lr was not orr lv a bridge buc ln equcduct, carrving J self :contajnecl nran-nrade r iver. I ts cahtr
evcn presencc seerned to present a ch:l l lengc to lhe nrore chJotic exanlple nature and Gocl
had provideti belo*:

I t  sas this felture that nrade dtc constructiol so rpecial.  Much ofirs inportancc lay in the
.luestions ir  poscd, not onlv rat ioDal qucstious but also to the accc,ptecl order:rnd God\ la\\r
C)n a purcly seculer )cvel,  no one in Errgland had thouehr of:rt tempting anything renrotely [ke
rhrs structure siace R.ma't i '1es, sincc r, '  hc' k.orvleclge ofhow to clo srrch thingr hed bc'en
iost. Brirrdlev had. in cf lect, reinvcnted thc leccssary rechlology. What \vlrs rnorc, to those in
thc know thr bridge rvas only hl l frhe achic'vemenr. I ts consrruction hacl requircd the bui lding
of siqnif icant enrtraukments on both sidcs ofrhe r iver, a task that hrd recluired rhe nobil isat ion
ofarnies ofr len equippcd *i th l i t t lc rnore than pickaxes and b.rrolvs.

One of these clnbanknrents. at i place callcd Strett'brtl Meadorvs, rv:rs over half I mile
long ancl 112 ieet in breaclth at the base, rNcnty,forrr fcct at the rop, and sevenlccr feer high.
Although rhis rvas ln age when shvcrv sri l l  rhrived oversexs. thc rrren rvho ]rat l  shif ted rhc tols
ofearth invoh'ccl hlcl  rvorked rvi l l i rrslv undcr rhc direct ion ofthc Dukels agent,John Gilbcrt,
and the mcrc nri l lu 'r iehr Jarnes Brindlcv

The scructure brokc l l l  the rulcs ard clef ierl  logic.Tb thc trrr ini t iated ancl ecluc:rtccl al ike there
was the l i rndenrcnt: l l  quesrio'  of leakagc, for didn't  conrmon sc.se dictare th;rt  \ \ , i r tcr i  ways
t 'bund I rvay out? E'en i f  i r  did.t  leak, horv slfe rvas i t? Everyonc k:re*,that i t  had treen bui l t
irr lcsr rhan il year - bv I lnn rvhosc previous cxperiencc rv.ts ir:rinJv in ,,vorking rl,.irh wood.
f ixi 'q r ' i l ls.  Anvorre f irolhanly c'ough to cross the bridec in a boat rvo' l t i  at best so aiarolrnd
anci at worst sulltr a terrih'ing plunqe rnto rhc ulalv rocks and tvatcr belorr..

This schernc lvent beYond rny Ronutr i tqueduct carrving dr. inking rvlrer, though. I t  *,as
perr of l  m:r jor nc\\ ' \ \ ' t ter hi lah$a\,: .r  canel, clp:rble ofclrrying car{o in boets ls u.el l  as rncn
end horses.Thc bridqe bed bccrr clesrg.cd ro !:arry par.!  of.  second Jrr i f icral r ivcr ' .  frce oft idcs
or f lorv antl  * i rh snrooth srraighr cdges, rvirh a certain inrperi.usncss over the nxtunl conLiuir
that Cod Hirnself had supplied to serve th; l t  r ipidly growins to$,n.

With $is bridqe n)an w:ls corral i i l lg nature ancl rt tenrpti l lg ro taDlc watet onc ofher
r lost pcrt ldious:rgenrs.The nerural order ditacecl rhat nral should accepr whlr hc hacl been
pro' ided rvith ;rrcl  l ive *irh i t . l l r indlc-v a'cl  his bridsc chal lenec,- l  rhJr xssu')pt iorr lnd turncd
it on ics head. Whet i f  the rvi l l  of r 'a '  could bc rnade to tr iumph ovcr the \\ , i l l  of G.d? This
l l ,as r lcl ic:r l .  evcr bhsphenrous rhirkr 'g. ancl *ho knc* rvhcrc ic co.ld end? If  the netrrral
ordcr could bc chal leneed *4rere u,rruld i t  scop?

Those rvho 1-elt  nrost thrertened drat rvarnr sunrDrer'- \  da\, hung onro rhe bcl icf th:rt  the
u'holc thing s' ls the f-ol l ,v ofa voung end ir lpressionablc fool,  Frercis Eserron, thc rhird I)ukc
oi []r'iciqervetcr. Accordins to this sossip, rhis 1'oune phvbot, rvhosc rnrics had br iefl1. lit Lrp chc
Lorrdon social saene, h: ld bccn t:rken irr bv :r convincirrg cbarletan lnd cruberkccl upon sonrc
gloriors vovtqe of self ldcsrructi .n. Thc u,el l  knoqn g:rmbicr hlcl  st:rked his e't i re fbrtunc on
r venturc no one knc$ t i tc ol l tco le ol_. He \ ' ls si t icl  to bc on the point ofbankruptcy

It urs connrol knorvlcdgr' thet Egarton hacl bccl the \.oulqest ofthe grcat First l)Lrkct
crght chi ldrer. Gossip in f ishionrbJc circlcs suggcsted he u,as thc runt of rhc l i t ter, ab:rndoncd
b'his .rorher end hckine:rnv forrr; l l  educario'  f i rr  the sir 'ple reason rhat ro one hrcl cxpccced
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hinr to survive. l3v sonrc lreak ofchtr)ce Eserron had survivecl el l  his sibl ings !o inherir borlr

rrr le ancl lancls, an unforturratc sure of:t f l i i rs but thesc chiugs sometinrcs happclcd.Those wir lr

;rn inrercst irr  the sterus quo a|r icipirted I r tr ixturc ofsorrou': ind rel ief as the_v rvit  r 'ssed his

t inal dorvDfl l l .  i lons u' i th th:rt  ofthe briclsc.Tlrosc rvho hlci invested drcir srveat jn rhe project

r)r iqht desprir.  but thc r ' ,  or lcl  rvould go on.

Sonre latcr enqravi l t ts of thc aclueducr suggcst I  tr tckcirop of nrj l ls tncl srnoking chinrnevs,

but this is Victorian f i lcv ls Janres Wart htd ycr to perf icr his slean) cl lqine lDd rhe Spinning

Jenny thrt wouicl hclp crorvn Manchcstcr as'King ( loton'had yct to be invcnrecl.  Although

largc by Georgian stanchnls, Mlnchester sr i l l  had I poprrlet ion of lcss rhau 20,(X)0 end l ike

lIanv such lowDs was st i l l  lar{elv a place ofturtappecl potenri i l l .  lsolatcd l ionl ntarkets be!.ond

its inrmediatc hinreriend. the phvsic:r l  rcel i t ics oi Llcograpiry represelred e scriour barr ier to

l irr thcr qrowth. Supp)vrrg fbod and f irel ro i ts people rcrl l i rrecl e nrelor logistrcal problcl l ,  as

u:ts nreinraining orcier:rnd keeping thc popul: l t ion r:einf ir l lv occupied.

A rnural by the prc l{aphacl irc parnter Ford Madox-Brorvn. conrnrissionccl i l  l iJTfl  for

Manchester f tr lrr  Hl l l .  is sinri lar lv poctic in i ts interpretarion. lrr  rbis the foresround is

donrinetcd b1 a broad beanred boet cr l led the Youne t)ukc, barcl;  under rhc conrrol of l

srrni l :rr ly rvidc-botrorned voung rnorhcr rvcir inq her f inest drcss, e black str iped nrtnrber

u'ith pufii'd slccvcs. In rhc iront ofthc bolt sit her inUrnr r.,vins rvaving bhre t'1ags. TIrc air of

cclebration is echoed on rhc Icft  hancl ofthe bridge lbr the scene dcpiccd is froor thc rop of

the:rqucduct whcrc a n11all  brighrlv l ivcricd blrrd, beirnced prccariouslv ol the brrr lenrents

oirhc bridgc :rnd conrpletc rvith slorv rvhite srockings, js i tr  the process of\rr ikjng up.

Ncxt to them is enorher boal uporr *.bich sr:rnds thc l)ukc of l l r idqcrvater hirrrself .  his f ice

innoccnt lnd his gl:rss crnpry although r f i rvn coarcd Brinci ley is secn rcf i l l inq i t  f-rorr thc



- lnnts f l r i t  lLy-Tl t t  f i t : t  ( )ual  Bui ldt r

$ickcr coatecl l ' l rsk of brandr' ,  his so cl l led'plckct lr istol ' .  hc * 'as sl id lhvlYs ro carrv { 'r th

hinr.Thc various coi l ts ofrrnl\  on tbc l)ukc\ bort i lc ref lcctcd pcrfect l-v on thc st i l l  u 'ater '

Just in front ofthenr :r sl tral i  bo,v is prcvcnti l lg e srn: i1l sp:rniel f ionl beconring t irc cen:r l \  f l rst

vict inr by f ishing i t  out of the wltcr, scl ldins oul thc f: intc\t  of r ippics'

Lucki lv photogrlphs ofthe origirral structurc !urvivc, r lrkelt lust bctore drc rqueduct $'as

dernol ishcd no! long rf icr Madox Brorvn painle. l  his mur' l  Tl l is coDflrrns thc rr l :r i l l  fcaturcs

o f t hcs t ruc tu feesbe jngbu i ] r o f s .nC ls tonc \ \ ' i t h t \ \ ( ) s ranch io | ss i t t i ng in thcu .a t c r , eec l r f aced

with J vert ic. l l  pornt, supporring thc two l t) ir in archcs.The third. o 

 

the soudtcrn cnd. rests ol l

chc b:rnk. A wooden whlrf  si ls on the odrer b:rnk orr rhc lr* 'cl l

Thcscp i c tu ressho rv thcaquec luc t t obcaso l ] dcons l ruc t i o l ] . bu tL1 l ) I cn l t l kab l c ton lode rD

e,vc!.The distrn.c 6oIrt  the bridgc to the lr \ \ 'c l l  r lso sccrns rnodes! I  r lr i rn could fal l  dowll

one ofthe bankr lnd c\pcct to survivc. Tire hnclscape lroltncl thc bl iclge horvever rvoulcl

have bcen el)rPty, srvc lor a t i ' rv trces. rvhich rvould prob:rbl, lhlve IIade t l)e struct lrrc st i l )d

our i l r  i ts sutroLlndings. As such' rhc Lrr idge woulLl hxvc :rcted is : l  l l l i rqne! fbr the idlc a d

rhe sir) lpl- l  cLlr- iot ls on that t ine IDidsunt lcr 's l t lornit tg, who \\ 'ould hrve $;r1kec1 or r icldcn

to bc thcrc.

Anronlst theln w()uld hJvc beelt a cross-section of LJnc;r\llirc socjet\: illcludil)!! local

gcntlcnlcn flrltcrs :rnd Mrnchcsrer lllill owncrs. lllenv oi$'hon nlly luvc hlcl a lirv sheres in

tirc Mersc,v & Invcll N,rvig:rtiol (lortrp:rn\" *'hicir hc'ld a rlronopol,v ovcr trrl+lc on thc rivet

;rncl uould thercfbrc Lrc rvilling this Potentiirl corlpctitor to fail Mcrtrbers of tlrc clcrS- rvould

probablv h:rve bcctr si Ir t i l . rr lv incirtrccl.  ekhough the aot)cerl ts ofsol)re ()f t l le l l rolc f ice-thrnking

lmor)15t their nunlbcr_, who lllxv have bec 

 

n)enlbers ofson)c ofthe rllfbrrull discussion groups

tlut h:rd recentlv sprunq up.lnaY har''e bectl nrorc intellccrual thln religious'

()rhers * ' i th r norc direct slake \\ 'ould havc i l tcluded the l l lcn \\ 'hose clcdication and

rnusclcs had lr lade rhc Nl!cr* ' ; \  J rc;r l i t \ :  Mrnv hacl t ler l  thc hrrd to join l j r j rrcl lev's rnen lnd

r r ' o t l ] c l h . r r ' c t r ecn t t r r s t r r c i f ap l : t ce re r l r . r i ned f i r r t hcn l rhe rcsho r r l d t l r evc r r ru r c l i r i l ' S t l l r d i ng

:r longsidc lhcrr l  * 'oult l  hl 'e bccn r ivcrbo:rt  t lcn' tho oiterr hed to ph1'sicr l l -v haul t l lc ir  cr l i t

up rnd dowll  rhe Iru'cl l .  de:r1ing l i r l r  i ts r icles. f loocls artcl  si i t  on :r dl i l ,v blsis Despite the

dircct thrcat to their l ivcl ihoocl. latcr, when in dle taverlt .  ntanv of rhesc nrerr $otr lLl adnrit  to

a gruclgirg rcspcct fol r lre rt tcrr behincl thc briclge- Thesc r iver rnel l  hed * ' i tnesscd solt te of

thc eneircerirrs involvcd, alorrg rvirh i ts spced lnd ef l icicrrc-l :  Manv bad betrel l tecl from thc

bribes hended out to ibrestrll rhenl ullen I pilrtjcuiarl,v tlclicerc picce of work ha(i rcquirecl

Brirrcl ley's cxclusivc lrccesr !o thc r lver '

I i  rhel rcspcctcd thc cft irr t '  lhese l l ret l  st i l l  had iarave doubrs over thc eltd to rvhich i t

\\,ls diredcd. To I nriln. none of thcnl h.rLi evcr e\pccted thc briclge to be corDplert-cl, f!11,v

expccting:l  i l txld or the r icle ro have teken i !  a\\ ' i rY each t l lue rhcv pesst 'r l  i r '  Sonrehorv i t  hatl

st:r,vcci up, Lrut everv(ue xqrccd that thev wcre lskin!l ibl rroublc rvhcn thev fillcd it with w:rter'

I t  stood pr;rcr icl l lv no ch.rtrce oi surviving

As i t  l t : tppencrl theY werc nc.rr lv r ighr'  With so r l luch a! st lke i t  $ls lrerdlY surprislng that

rhc thrcc nrain Prot. lgonists, Brindler ' .  drc l)uke and his agcnr. had igrccd tha! a tes! run

\\ 'ould be :t  l lood idcr. I t  rurncd outjust as wcl l  thev did fbr rvhen rhe-v t irst raD \\ ' : l tcr rnto [he

aqueduct snlr l l  crrcks begall  to:tppclr i l l  one ofthc lrches l t  was at l l l is Point that Brindlev

lctircd to the Bishop lll:rizc T:rvern et Srrctforcl. Presurnabl-v in despeir' pcrheps ):rving the

grounds for thc l:rtcr rlnnoLrr'
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Ir  * 'as lcft  ro ( i i lbcrt to diasnosc dre problem - too nluch weight or thc \ idcs of the arch;

rr)d al\o to 6x ir .  Working i iverishl) ' ,  he lcn)ovcd sol) lc .hy at the wclk pojnt and covered

rhc stor)cwork u'idr strrw to prelent dippage Lrelore appl,vilg a f_resh l;rvcr of cla\r l)isester, it

sccDrccl,  had.lust bcclr avcrrcd.

l)cspicc this. on thc div irsclf  i t  is l ikel-v that rhe Duke, ir is guest thc Earl of Sraftbrcl end

John () i lbert hinxelf u,ould havc sharcd the anticiplt ion of the cro\\ 'd l \  thc undcr$ater

gatcs that hcld the u'eter back were lo\\ 'ered lnd l iquid mshcd in to f i l l  tht aqucducr. Agrinst

:r background of l-rushcd : lnt icipation lhc sound oi gushing Neter would have trccr clcerly

:Ludible. irs note changins i ts thc chanDcl ir  the briclgc f i l1crl  dorvlyThat notc rvr)tr id hlve been

r d l l  onc, for thc \\ ,atcr wa\ pourir)g into e nrud channel, thc stone$ork ofthc briclgc having

bcen covered by a nrixture of earth helci togcthcr by larass lnd kcpt firrl bv cl:rr'. giving the

bridgc thc lppc;rrence of :r llrrrow held sr.rspcndccl in rtrid air. l-ookirrg fronr the sicle it rvoulcl

hrve been eisv to forgc! ir  u, ls a bridge at:r l l .

Widr :r  sl ight trvist of his hcatl  drc l)ukc lvould heve been eble ro spot the l i lhoucttc ofa

horse emcrting out of the llte' rlorring nrist lbour e hundred yards dou'n the wiitcr. grou'irlg

llrger as it appro:rched thc bridge.An:rchcd to l hlrncss on its back t'as:r rope treiling out l:rzily

ro a flet bortonretl barge clrr,virrg a lo:d ofcorl. rxactly thc sarne sort ofbarue people r,"clc rnore

usecl to seeing plving thc l ivcr belorr. . l l re l)ukels nrcn h:rd held.r bal lot co dccidc u'ho rvoulcl

hlve the honour of leedrng rhe horsc ancl rhc rvinncr held no f i :ar as he ech'enced slovuh:

As lrc lpplo'rchcd. the l)r-rke u'oulcl probab)_v have been rcrnrndc.1 of the srrnls of thc

cneinccrJohn Snreeton rvho, in e rare rt totrrcrrt  ofdoubt hc hed al lorved to exanri lre thc plarrs

for the rcpccluct rrd pass his opinion. l t  h:rd nor been f irvourlblc.Tb his facc. dris cxpert,  no

str:lngcr to loitv structures. firr he h:rcl recently corrrplct('d thc Edd,vstonc Liglrthouse, hecl

pronotrnccd that ' l  lmvt oftot htanl t t l  tast,r in thc di4 bur nt1'.r  b. lor. snu u, l tr t  any t l ' thor nL'n'

to hc crct, :d' .  Afrcr a uroncnt oi cloubt. the l)uke h:rd iol lorvecj l-r is irst ircrs, convinced bv

l lr i rrcl lcl 's absohrrc certeintv thrt he las r ight.Thlr trust rcrrr l incd a ganrble.

Suddenlv r lre rcst olthe crorvd noticccl thc appro.rchirrg bal{c, rheir :Lttcl l t ion dr.r lr .n nrorc

bv thc cl:rnking oithe horscls hrr lcss than rhe souncl lcss pnrgress oirhe bolt,  cl isccrnablc orr lv

bv r lre sl ightV shapecl r ipplc throrvl ou! bv i ts bo\\, .  I t  i \  eesv to inusi le l  g:rsp going up rs the

runl leadi lg i t  rcassurcr. l  t l re lrorse u' i th e plt  to i ts lhlks as thcv stcppcd onlo lhe brtt lenlents

of the briclge lncl applrentlv rvr lkcd across :r sronc t ichtrope.

Applause nright have strrtcd sonreu'hcrc ro thc lci i  ofthc l)ukc rn. l  grosn spontrneqr\ lv

uirt i l  i t  clcvcloped into r crcsccndo. l tLgnrenred lry rvboops and cheers. t l : t ts \ \oulcl havc bccl

rhroq'r) into rhe :r ir  and r l l  sense oisocial hicrrrchv rvould, at rhir point, hrve col lapsetl  ls rtrcrr

grcet ancl srrul l .  cerr ied :r1ong bl the nonlclt ,  qucucd to shakc thc l)uke\ hencl.Wberever hc

rl .es, Brindlev uright luvc l l lorved hirrsel ia sl isht snri le.

Soor othcrs fbl lou'cd the horsernen onto the bri t lge. test ing rhcir luck ;rncl bravery ()ther

boats f lo:rtcd out ovcl thc r iver. sonre nraking the journev back lncl f i r th scvcrr l  t iurcs, with

thc lDorc cntcrprising boetmen cvcn saxrt inrt to chlrgc f ir  trkirrg passcnqers. ()vcr thc nl iclcl lc

spi ln i t  wJs posiblc to scc e nr:rn bcing drnglecl bv his : lkle's ovcr thc \ ide of rhe bridge,

occasioning lurchcr g;rsps fronr the lvonren in the crorvcl.  rvhi lst e col lclquc stood to one sicle

holding his *,aistcoat ancl hat.

This *:rs thc corrcsporclcnt of the Menchesrcr Mercury: :rncl hc u'as latcr ro f i le rhe

tirilrrrvirrg dcspatch: A largt ltodt tarryin.q rryu,anls rtl lilly ton: rr,,rs t,,rlt'rl a/,,rrt 1lp nav, pan ol'tht
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Odntl ovtr an-ltt: across tlrc Ritur Inull u,lith nr sLt.linn, sc tk dnd @t ftl.t tltdt not t sin,gb drtlt of'

rratcr aruld ht ptrein'd 1p p1t;a 1a11 ol att1, parr of r lol . 'His col leal lue, co lr trentirrg orr the *ider

inrpl icarions of q,h;rt  i re d sccn suggestetl  sl ighdy less enthusiastical lv th:rt ,  ' lh Catal u, i l l  fu o.f

t'ary .qrcdt tts( as rL'll as ana||-sLtuL'nl'.

Thc rhrcc nrcn bchind drc l)ukcls Out, sool to bc renarned the Bridgervlter Clanal, had

issLrcd a strterrrent of ;1rent: canals representeci rhe turure. BLlt that i t) tcl t t  trccrlcd ro bc

inplementecl.  Finishing this irsr carral and r laking nroncy f lour ic u' :rs to preoccupy both the

I)ukc arrd his rge't t t  for l  f fu,vcars ) 'et.  l t  l iel l  to l3r indlel,  rhe nrasrer of l l 'atcr. to reel isc rhc

potcntial rhey hacl urr leasheci that da\ ' ,  ro drgcsr thc lcssotrs le:rrnecl:rncl to t_ornt:urd implenrent

e tnuch grandcr visiort:  o:te of a network of c:rn:r ls ther would hnk rhc rret ion :rncl bind

toitether i clisparete population in a rv.ry thar allo*,cd theru to rellise their htent collective

erlerllres.

Who rhcn wls rhis n)irn lrrt l  t  het r l ldc hir l  so speci: l? Whet were the qu:r l i t ies that clrove

hirrr or :nd al lorvccl hint to succr'cd l  here othcrs had prcviorrslv tai led? Wh:rr r ight has he ro

bc cal lcd the r l :rrr rvho united the kingclom?

Thejourne,l  ro ansrvcrine rhcsc quesrions rakes in success lncl fai lure, lr istocr:rts :rrcl  nrrvvies,

clrrrtrat ic changes in circunrstance. both personal and f lnarrcial lnd, as rvc havc alrcaclv sccn.

sonre ofthc nrost ciaring clul lenges to colventioni l  \ \ , isdonr ever suggestecl.  I t  is l journey that

bc{i trs urrprortr isinqlf  in :r  danrp stone church in rhc Stel iordshirc Moorlalcls.


